Creation Myths
Three Centuries of Open Source and Copyright
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Arrival of the Printing Press (1474)

Old works

New works

Translations (of everything)
Anthologies, rearrangements
Divergent texts

Political pamphlets
Plagiarism

Reverse plagiarism
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Arrival of the Printing Press (1474)

Old works

New works

Translations (of everything)
Anthologies, rearrangements
Divergent texts

Plagiarism

Reverse plagiarism
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Company of Stationers
(1554 — appx 1688)
 Private, for-profit information police force

* Works entered into Company's register under
the name of the Stationer, not the author

* No distinction between old and new works
« Authors sometimes paid on commission basis

* Proto-copyright among Company members
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www.stationers.org
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Freedom of the Press Arrives!




Freedom of the Press Arrives!
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Anno O&avo

Annz Regine.

An A& for the Enconragement of Learning, by Velt-
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Arrival of the Printing Press (1474)

Old works

New works

Translations (of everything)
Anthologies, rearrangements
Divergent texts

Political pamphlets
Plagiarism

Reverse plagiarism
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The Copyright Interregnum
(1709 — appx yesterday afternoon)

« Old works (some free, some restricted)

 New works (static — few derivatives)

e Translations (if rights can be negotiated)

Anthologies (if rights can be negotiated)

Divergent texts (usually not permitted)

Political pamphlets (continued as before)

Plagiarism (mostly gone)

Reverse plagiarism (gone)
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Old works
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Arrival of the Internet

* Old works ...now coming online

 New works ...common; derivatives okay too
» Translations (of everything) ...yes

* Anthologies, rearrangements ...yes

» Divergent texts ...easlily detectable

» Political pamphlets ...yes, more than ever

» Plagtarism ...gone (cf. the Joyce Hatto case)

« Heverseptagtatism ...gone © QuestionCopyright org



Arrival of the Internet

* Old works ...now coming online

 New works ...common; derivatives okay too
» Translations (of everything) ...yes

* Anthologies, rearrangements ...yes

» Divergent texts ...easlily detectable

» Political pamphlets ...hello, blogosphere!

» Plagtarism ...gone (cf. the Joyce Hatto case)

« Heverseptagtatism ...gone © QuestionCopyright org
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Copyrlght was deSlgned




But how will artists make a living?




But how will artists make a living?

The same ways they always have!
(not from copyright royalties)
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The Balanced Buyout System
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The “Fund and Release” System




The “Fund and Release” System

fundable.org
pledgebank.com
propagateltd.com
micropledge
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The “Fund and Release” System

fundable.org
pledgebank.com
propagateltd com
micropledge




“Fund and Release”




The “Author-Approved” Mark

QuestionCopyright.org/author approved mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

© Mark Helprin
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

A Mark Helprin
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Economic Models

Look at the first 100 years of printing...
...then subtract the problems:
- the Net defeats plagiarism

— the Net promotes reliability
Information beats control

“Free” is a platform for selling authenticity
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What are publishers?
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More Fries With That...

 Don't manufacture...
e ...harvest!
 Version control, snapshots

- e.g., worldwidelexicon.org

e Panning for gold in fan fiction

- e.g., Christopher Tolkien's missed opportunity
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Attribution Conventions

copyright # trademark

copyright violation # plagiarism
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producing “Producing Open

gﬂﬁv]asrgurce Source Software”

R Open Licence —
Open Community

HOW TO RUN A SUCCESSFUL FREE SOFTWARE PROJECT

O’REILLY*

produclingoss.com
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Producing Open Source Software - Iceweasel
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Translations under way! (click here for more info)
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Optimize For Participation

 Make it easy and they will come

e Ensure accurate attribution:

- No monopoly on content
- Exclusive monopoly on attribution

e Consensus vs divergence
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Optimize For Participation

 Make it easy and they will come

e Ensure accurate attribution:

- No monopoly on content
- Exclusive monopoly on attribution

e Consensus vs divergence

You can do this much better than
| did it...
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Creation Myths

Three Centuries of Open Source and Copyright
Karl Fogel

kfogel@gquestioncopyright.org
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What is the
purpose of

copyright?

QuestionCoperpublic _perception_of copyright
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Printing
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Printing
LS

hard work.

(Let’s go
shopping.)
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Arrival of the Printing Press (1474)

 Old works

* New works

 Translations (of everything)
Anthologies, rearrangements
Divergent texts
Political pamphlets
Plagiarism
Reverse plagiarism
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Arrival of the Printing Press (1474)

 Old works

* New works

 Translations (of everything)
Anthologies, rearrangements
Divergent texts

Plagiarism

Reverse plagiarism
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Company of Stationers
(1554 — appx 1688)
* Private, for-profit information police force

» Works entered into Company's register under
the name of the Stationer, not the author

* No distinction between old and new works
» Authors sometimes paid on commission basis

* Proto-copyright among Company members

© QuestionCopyright.org




www.stationers.org
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The Hall

pany
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Revolution of
1688/ 1689

(“Glorious
Revolution™)
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Freedom of the Press Arrives!
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Freedom of the Press Arrives!

(This is a disaster.)
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Arrival of the Printing Press (1474)

 Old works

* New works

 Translations (of everything)
Anthologies, rearrangements
Divergent texts
Political pamphlets
Plagiarism
Reverse plagiarism
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The Copyright Interregnum
(1709 — appx yesterday afternoon)

* Old works (some free, some restricted)

* New works (static — few derivatives)

» Translations (if rights can be negotiated)
Anthologies (if rights can be negotiated)
Divergent texts (usually not permitted)

Political pamphlets (continued as before)
Plagiarism (mostly gone)

» Reverse plagiarism (gone)

23
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Arrival of the Printing Press (1474)

 Old works

* New works

 Translations (of everything)
Anthologies, rearrangements
Divergent texts
Political pamphlets
Plagiarism
Reverse plagiarism
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Arrival of the Internet

» Old works ...now coming online

* New works ...common; derivatives okay too
» Translations (of everything) ...yes

* Anthologies, rearrangements ...yes

» Divergent texts ...easily detectable
 Political pamphlets ...yes, more than ever

» Plagiatism ...gone (cf. the Joyce Hatto case)

» Reverseptagiatist ...gone © QuestionCopyright org
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Arrival of the Internet

» Old works ...now coming online

* New works ...common; derivatives okay too
» Translations (of everything) ...yes

* Anthologies, rearrangements ...yes

» Divergent texts ...easily detectable
 Political pamphlets ...hello, blogosphere!

» Plagiatism ...gone (cf. the Joyce Hatto case)

» Reverseptagiatist ...gone © QuestionCopyright org
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mastodons

————
(prehistory) (today)
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mastodons

agriculture

—>
(prehistory) 10000 B.C.? (today)
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copyright
mastodons

agriculture

(prehistory) 10000 B.C.? (today)
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copyright
mastodons

agriculture

(prehistory) 10000 B.C.? 1709-1993  (today)
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printing
press
mastodons F

agriculture

(prehistory) 10000 B.C.? 1474 - 1993 (today)
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printing

press
mastodons F

agriculture

(prehistory) 10000 B.C.? 1474 - 1993 (today)

This is not a coincidence.
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Don't forget to flatter the audience, Karl.
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Copyright was designed

to support replication,
not creation.

© QuestionCopyright.org



But how will artists make a living?
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But how will artists make a living?

The same ways they always have!
(not from copyright royalties)
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Copyright was designed

to support replication,
not creation.

© QuestionCopyright.org



© QuestionCopyright.org




g
z
¢
:
©




The Balanced Buyout System
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The Balanced Buyout System
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QuestionCopyright.org/balanced buyout
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The Balanced Buyout System
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QuestionCopyright.org/balanced buyout
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The “Fund and Release” System

QuestionCopyright.org/promise#fund_and release
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The “Fund and Release” System

fundable.org
pledgebank.com
propagateltd.com
digitalartauction.com
micropledge.com

QuestionCopyright.org/promise#fund_and release
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The “Fund and Release” System

fundable.org
pledgebank.com
propagateltd.com
digitalartauction.com
micropledge.com
strayform.com

QuestionCopyright.org/promise#fund_and release
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“Fund and Release”

QuestionCopyright.org/promise#fund_and release

© QuestionCopyright.org




The “Author-Approved” Mark

QuestionCopyright.org/author approved mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

QuestionCopyright.org/author approved mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

(C)

QuestionCopyright.org/author approved mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

[a]

QuestionCopyright.org/author approved mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

QuestionCopyright.org/author approved mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

© Mark Helprin

QuestionCopyright.org/author approved mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

[@] Mark Helprin

QuestionCopyright.org/author approved mark
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

[@] Mark Helprin
Subscribers

Wang Li

Madeleine Smith

Joe Orton The Ford Foundation
Hudson Hudson

Marie Fitzpatrick

Daniel Stenb

Amy Pilato

ip Martin
Justin Erenkrantz

ett Rooney
Blair Zaj
Karen Underhill Nuutti Kotivuori
Nuutti Kotivuori David Kimdon
Isabel Ringing Shirley Yujest
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Economic Models

Look at the first 100 years of printing...
...then subtract the problems:

- the Net defeats plagiarism

- the Net promotes reliability
Information beats control

“Free” is a platform for selling authenticity

© QuestionCopyright.org



What are publishers?
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What are publishers?

endorsing authorities
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What are publishers?

endorsing authorities

authenticity providers
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The “Author-Approved” Mark

[@] Mark Helprin
Subscribers

Wang Li

Madeleine Smith

Joe Orton The Ford Foundation
Hudson Hudson

Marie Fitzpatrick

Daniel Stenb

Amy Pilato

ip Martin
Justin Erenkrantz

ett Rooney
Blair Zaj
Karen Underhill Nuutti Kotivuori
Nuutti Kotivuori David Kimdon
Isabel Ringing Shirley Yujest
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More Fries With That...

« Don't manufacture...
e ...harvest!
 Version control, snapshots

- e.g., worldwidelexicon.org

« Panning for gold in fan fiction

- e.g., Christopher Tolkien's missed opportunity

© QuestionCopyright.org



Attribution Conventions

copyright # trademark

copyright violation # plagiarism
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Volunteer Translation:
A Case Study
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HOW TO RUN A SUCCESSFUL FREE SOFTWARE PROJECT
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“Producing Open
Source Software”

Open Licence —
Open Community

producingoss.com
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Optimize For Participation

» Make it easy and they will come
» Ensure accurate attribution:

- No monopoly on content
— Exclusive monopoly on attribution

« Consensus vs divergence
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Optimize For Participation

» Make it easy and they will come
» Ensure accurate attribution:

- No monopoly on content
— Exclusive monopoly on attribution

« Consensus vs divergence

You can do this much better than
| did it...
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